Simon Everett continues his series on power and now looks
at the age old question of whether to go diesel or outboard.
We believe this narrows the debate substantially.

here is consternation in the camp, The
Government has been backed into
ved another cormer by our Londs asd
Masters in Brussels and there is the possibiliny
of low duty dicsel being withdrawn for marine
uee, as @ waorificial lumb (Gr sther negatialions.
With this Sword af Damocles hanging over
our heads we 1hm||_d.‘1l: It wonld b wselul 1o
examine the pros anil cons of the various
pewer spurces for our boats. Like our look al
d-stroke and 2-stroke oatboards, thid 1§ mednt
as maich s o thooght provoking exercise asa
sinberment of opinion

Currently the difference in fuel price
between duty pald petrod and low duty dicsel
on marina fuel berths is about 35p per litre.
The correspanding difference bebween petral
engines and diese! engines is such that at
thils fioel price there is merit in heing diesel
[ orvided you aperate foor & sulhicient munsber
of hours each wear, or for reasons of fuel

mvailahility: There are also concerns over the
langevity of the different engines, hut this anldy
becomes a concern for those aperalbon with
VETY lezavy work or ¢:|:I.r¢'|r||.'I:|'L-i|r|Hh|:-u:|.=. of
ase, There are ||!q'ntg,' of ouiboards still Bodng
pq_-rl:'pq:l.,- wal i-:ﬁn:lnrll:.' abter 20 years of leisure
-,-.-.1|_'|I|,r_u||'||:-||.| With correct mainienance
proscedures there is no reason a petrol engine
shouldn’ prowide a long service life
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VWith the remaval of the duty benefit. the
case For dicsel (5 less chear cut and as petrol
invboands, anid outbosrds especially, become
mare relighle, beter designed, Hghter, maore
corrosion resisiant .:|'.-||: e il-|'||.~'\-|'||||':. I]u,"\.
are oifering a genuine alternative to the big
digsed shoald you require high horsepower,
There is, of course, the option 1o use inboand
petrod but as [ see it this only has a benefit
aof initial irstallatian cost, A diesel (nboard
is typically abosit 30% meaee expensive than
an inboard petrol englne of equivalent
horsepower, but the petrl engine will have
a significantly higher comsumption rabe with
Eintle i the way ol exira periormance.
When considering which engine Lt
ti axlapd, Eheere it ihe question of kandling
e capsicer i sdditbon to the cost and foel
econamy. Theee i3 little weight differcntial
between the two inbeard options, so the

balance of the rig ks the same, Large sathaards,

ait the other hand, dao i) :||I-_5|'-r|' thas an
inbaard, so large capacity oiwtboands will

huve an effect on the handling of a RIB, mone
noticeably at kigh speed which is the most
comman use for big horsepower outhoards
Handling swith an inboard layoat will always
be more predictable than with cutboard power
a% the weight s Kepd bow i the stern and
creabes an inbabll stability which causes the

boad B langd stern
first. Othoards alse
CARTY the imertia of the
crank higher, creating more
turning effect in the air 1o say nothing of the
added stresses af having all the engine weight
comcentrated on the trarsom. Wikh inboards
this losding Is spread between the transom and
the hull en boad carrying stringers designed 10
.;1:-.1|'|1.|rr ihe siresses over a greafer area ol the
hisll Tranzoma have to be mare heavily built b
withstand the enormous local stredses oretid
hg.' |.1:'g.|; capacity outhoands hanging off them

Isere s a greaster d:p-uld.:h-:i|i1'r'|-.'|lh diesel
power s there is bess reliance on elecirical
COMpon ety with the comprestion cambustion
engine. For instance, the ignition system of
a Tw[rn':-tu.gln: |% entirely abient on a diese
amd 5..:.||_'|:||{1IIE iy |:-:'ﬁ-|u|.|l capericme, spark
]nlup can E.unqr:l.'g.' b relied upon o fnel at
ithe most inappropriabe moment, The greater
-.ir'ﬂ;.h-.'.l_.' and hlg;he:r compiression ratici of the
diese] will still provice an economic edge over
petood, bat &5 the price difference between the
oo fucls reduces, the lime taken to reabise that
benelit inereases

There 18 another consideration which
mifght inflsence a decishon and that is the
safety aspects between & spirit engine and an
ail engine: Diescl is a much safer Form of fuel

than ]'--,-ln-l. » faci thsi ks

med lost b insurers hoth
afloat snad ashore, The cost

of insuramsce for fuel pontcon
operators who supply petrol end
diesel is many times that of diesel
aitly bunker berthe. This ix the
main reason why there i & reduction

in the pumber of petrol pumps in marina
CONIHEACS.

I spake to a privaic maring operatos
who has taken the decizion 1o drop
petral T b thetr petral
storage and delivery system
ugr b the Feguieed new
stansdands was poing Lo cost
in exocss af E30000 for
one purtp. They had
done theif sums and

discovernsd that with the
limivexd rsargin availalsdbe
om the supply of peteod it
would take over 30 years to

recoup the invesiment. | was
decided thuat the money would be
better spent on providing mone undercaver
winter storage, As a result, shoreside petrol
is becoming more and more localised. The
answer in Hugh Town, 5L Marys, Scilly is
fo usse @ portable tanker and rum a joel bose
down over the quay. 18 is a Beiliey thad i very
welcome amongst [ocals and visiors allxe
O the soath coast heading west. a
popalar crulsing stretch, there is petrol
avallable in Poale Harbouar, Weymiouth,
again in Dartmouth, Flymooth and then
nothing wntil Falmouth, ap the river at Mybor
Yacht Harboure, On the west coast of Wales
petrod s less avaklable with anly o couple
nl'i.p-utmhn.:ul ineg '.mmﬁl'.rdd:-. able 1o pustify
mislatzining the facility. On the Scottish west
coast the situation is even more restricted with
Largs |_'|-|_'||'|H the most northerly petrod berth
bt [ leive been #hle to docate, Craobhh Haven
I|;I'H. ]|.||,‘| 1] hllll:l ] hr:-\.'!h. |I-u|'.|{|.'t Rz haase the
petrol for thielr lown mower!
I kv safery is Impartant, but at the same
tlime there ane cars in the car park with
plastic peteol cans i theis boot, The
burcaucracy is becoming farcical
with commaon sense ying oul
e wind o, but i bt Wkl
the Fire Safely Odficer 10 sign
yourr certificate you bsave to
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w [hah vuirarahiny The weight of the different
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engine opliong is something
else to consider: Modern
outboands are far and away Hghter
per hp than an inboard equivalent,
For instance, the new Suzuki
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Mthp 4-stroke at 275kg i
aboul lall the weight ol an
equivabent diesel stemndrive
For trailering your boat arounsd
to different lsunch sites this has
an implication over and abawve the
haat dtsell, an oathaard powered B1E
iz eminendly mare taowabde than ome with
half a ton of engine inthe stern sheets, withouw
resorting bo *.pn:'..'mh'-.:'d boving velicles
A large family car will casily tow, launch
and recover a T BIB with a decenk sired
outboard. A similardy sized inboand package
waltld need o serious Sxd 10 cope comdortabdy,
Thie o] B |IF|'|.I_.‘J.I.|.IE_|.: vour vehbche would
need o be added 1o |:||.e-'.'.|.|.-dﬂ-:1 "I"'""I:-' witih the
ot of Fuel for boverineg, |.I"||.'u|..1.rt3mn;'¢| Wy
thiiz waonld niot be inconsiderable. The coat af
ihe engine and 1he installation is also going
10 b considerabdy less than fWiting a boat ol
will am u|.1m.m;.-|:||5|n¢. For bedsure wse this is
.||,'-1-|n-||-.'|:.' a very attractive proposition becange
it means you can get moge RIR for yvour money
and then be able in affard more wse of i for the
same |'|.||_1F|:| Evieny for |:;h1 commercial dutbes
the cuthoard option could prove a mare vighle
:_||;|_|P-|:|3.|||-|:-|| ad |i|r |iirr;r|:;||'|' 11 il |.'|| =1 |.I|'\I
coidld be the dilference belween micoess or
{ailiire of the veniure
[he residual vabue of the rig can akso
influence decision making when it comes to
chioaing e englive(s] fod an owlfit, Diesel
engincs have always airacted a higher residual
price, bl whetber this u-'li:-.]ullgl: ahubd
the cosl ol ranming iMansiee, we can only
speculate. Perhaps part af that residieal value
has came from the reduced running costs,
wiiich would ne lenger be relevant if marine
diese] i browght in line with road diesel. The
remainder of the residual vabie has come
{ram the Fact that marine diesels are buili
{or the rigowrs ol the saliwater envdinnment
ang wse a closed, fresh waler, |.-:-il|||'|g sysicm
Crutboards just pump raw sabiwater through
their veins with the accompanying corrosion
cansiderations. Some outboarnds use special
alloys to help overcome this, or daindess eel
coiling: water channels and plemty ol
gabvanic protection.
Youw can see, even il the
low rate of dufty on diesel was
absdished, there are merits for
both types of povwer supply
just as there are merils [or 4
sirake and 2-stroke owitboards,
It is not & clear cuf case of ore
Eype of enging bor beisare nse
ard the other for commercial;
there ane plenty of overlapping
criteria which create 3[:‘11 areas
"'I-F”'T 1 i otherwise black and
white world. To help you make your
decision we have compiled a table of
PoAnETS
Simon Eversit



